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Dental Activities

MINORU NAKAHARA, D.D.S.
“Mike O’Hara™
NakaHARA was born March, 1893, at Tokyo, Japan.
He received the degree D.D.S. at the Nippon Dental
College, Tokyo, Japan, in 1915.
Harriet Newell Lowell Society for Dental Research.
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Dentistry in Japan
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EFORE the nineteenth centuryall physicians included dental work in their
practice, but during the latter part of this century dentistry became

a specialty of medicine. There was little need of dentistry, as the Japan-

ese are clean in all things and have always cleaned their teeth after meals,
lately with salt or a preparation of finely ground stone (boushuzuna) on
toothbrushes. In the sixteenth century the Dutch brought many new ideas in
dentistry into Japan, even though the medical skill of the Japanese at that
i very great. Yel the present-day improvement and development of
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lue to Americans and we have learned much during the past
s from this source.
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About thirly years ago new dental laws were passed o be in effect until 1921. c s . . _ .
Only those are permitted to begin to practice who have passed the Govern: JAN—/IN—RKRZZZET JL/IN A “Mirror” [CIBE S N/
ment examinations, which are held twice a year by physicians who have had

practice in dentistry. The only requirements are that the candidate must %"r}%" |' A 2&@‘@*4%1%5] &Minoru Nakahara@ﬁ':’.:.’ﬁj[

have perfected himself in all branches of the profession under the instruction
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of a practicing dentist.

To-day we have several schools of dentistry, the two largest being the ) ’ e
Nippon Dental College and the Tokyo Dental College. The graduates of I e ‘ —
these two schools can begin to practice without a Government examination,

thus giving a second way of becoming alicensed dentist. There is this difference,
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' that the men who pass the Government examinations are only called dentists, —_

| whereas the graduates of the two recognized schools have degrees [D.D.S. B o openy \ N = Y
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{utions in Tokyo, chiefly night schools, with an attendance of from 40 to 250.

Nippon Dental College, of which my father is President, teaches the dental
subjects in much the same way as they are taught in the United States. This
\was established in 1907. The Tokyo Dental College, although founded
as not designated as one whose graduates could practice without
re 573 students at Nippon Dental

earlier,
examination until 1911. At present ther
College, divided into four There are 500 yearly applicants, all of whom
must take an entrance examination, as the entering class is limited to 150.
The graduates of our school are entitled to admission to the senior class of
any of the 28 leading dental colleges of the United States without examination.
Many of the instructors at Nippon Dental College are graduates of American
schools, but the medical instructors come from the Imperial University.

The Tokyo Dental College has about 250 students and includes a three-year
course, but its graduates are not admitted without examination to the senior
class of the schools in the United States.

Tifty years ago artificial teeth were first used. In 1850 wooden plates with
enameled teeth were used, while the only form of bridge work consisted in
fitting some hardwood blocks to the root end. A red preparation was painted
on the tissues and the plate inserted. When the plate was removed the
irregularities could be detected and corrected by carving.

Mixoru Nakauara, D.D S.
(Nippon Dental College)
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